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Luke x. 16 1 


He that Heareth you, Heareth me, and h. 


that Deſpiſeth you, De ſpiſeth me, and he 
that Deſpiſech me, Deſpifeth hin that 


ſent me. 


H E beginning of this Chapter 
gives. us an account of our Bleſſed 
Lord's ſending out his Seventy Diſciples 
'mo by two into every City to Preach the v. 
Goſpel, and to work Miracles. And as 
we have here a Relation of the Charge 
and Directions which He gave them in 


order to the due and faithful Execution 


of their Office; ſo in the Text he adds, 
lor their Encouragment, the great Re- 
gard which both he himſelf, and God 
the Father would have to em in this 
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A Sermon Preach'd at 
great Work ; and to the Treatment and 
Reception which they ſhould meet with 
in the World on that account. He would 
Bleſs and Reward thoſe who kindly re- 
ceived them, and hearkened unto them, 
as tho? all that Kindneſs had been ſhew. 
ed to his own Perſon : But thoſe who 
Rejected and Deſpiſed 'em, ſhould be 
Freated, and Curſed, and Puniſhed, as 
Deſpiſers of Almighty God, and of Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. He that heareth you, &c. 
Which Words are apparently deſigned 
to declare, that as 604 and Chriſt are 
or Pleaſed and Delighted when their 
Miniſters are favourably receiv'd, and 
kindly adhered to in their Preaching of 
God's Word and Doctrins: So, on the 
other Hand, whatever Contempt and 
Deſpite is ſhewed to 'em on the ſcore of 
their Miniſterial Function, is a Sin a- 
gainſt God, a Deſpite and Contempt 
ſhewed to the Eternal and ever Bleſſed 
Son of God. The Truth of which Pro- 
poſition I ſhall 
I. Endeavour to Eſtabliſh and Con- 
firm. And, | 
II. Make ſome uſefull Application of 
it to our Selves. 


Hrſt, As to the Truth of that Part ot 


the Propoſition in which I am now chiet- 
ly concern'd, vis. That all the Contempt 
ſhewed to the Miniſters and Preachers 


ol 


of the G 
of their 
tempt {1 
ever Ble. 
Be plea! 

I. Th 
ſtructior 

I 
and Pri 

© 1 BI 
Event a. 
ſelf. 

I. It! 
on both 
ing to v 
Affront 
publick 
Prince o 
Affront 
ſent, an 
ty they 2 
Perſons. 
from Pr 
Nations, 
every Di 
to their ! 
diſtant F 
they cor 
the Aut 
Princes? 
ſubordin 
Magiſtre 


c 


Dartford, May 3. 1709. 
ind of the Goſpel, as ſuch, and on the ſcore 
ith of their Miniſterial Function, is a Con- 


uld © tempt ſhewed to God himſelf, and to the 
re- ¶ ever Bleſſed Jeſus Chriſt his Eternal Son: 
m, Be pleaſed to Conſider, 
W- I. That it is ſo in the common Con- 
ho ſtruction both of Law and Reaſon. 
be IT. That it muſt be ſo in the Motives 
as and Principles of Mens Acting. And 
ſus III. That it proves ſo in the natural 
xc. Event and Conſequence of the Thing it 
1ed Wl (elf. 
are I. It is ſo in the common Conſtructi- 
cir Non both of Law am Reaſon. Accord- 
und ing to which, every Indignity and rude 
of MW Atfront offered to the Ambaſſador or 
the Wl Publick Migiſter, Commiſſioned by any 
ind WM Prince or Potentate, is an Indignity and 
of Affront to the Perſon whom they repre- 
Ha- ſent, and by whoſe Power and Authori- 
npt WM ty they act. It is this that makes the 
Ted WM Perſons and Characters of Ambaſſadors 
ro- from Prince to Prince, by the Law of 
Nations, Sacred and Inviolable ; in that 
on- every Diſreſpect ſhewn to theſe, is not 
co their Perſons only, but reaches to the 
of MW diſtant Power and Throne from whence 
they come. Ir is this too that makes 
t 0i the Authority and Power of Imperial 
iet- W Princes Sacred and Inviolable in all their 


npt ¶ ſubordinate Repreſentatives, Officers and 
cs © Magiſtrates ; in that all manner of Vio- 
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A Sermon Preach'd at 

lence and Oppoſition to them in their 
ſeveral Commiſſions and Stations, is of. 
fered to the ſacred and ſupreme Autho- 
rity of the Sovereign from whom their 
Powers are derived. This is acknow. 
ledged to be agreeable to the common 
Sentiments of all Nations, and of all 
Mankind. ; 

By the very ſame Reaſon and Princi- 
ples, every rude Indignity, and Affront, 
or Contempt, that is, or ſhall be offered 
to the Ambaſſadors and publick Mini- 
ſters of the great King of Kings, and 
Supreme Sovereign Lord of all, and e. 
ſpecially when tor their ſacred Chara- 
Gter's fake, is a Sin, and a rude Affront 
offered to the great God that ſent us, 
And to ſhew the juſt Force of this way 
of Reaſoning, give me leave to tell the 
prophane Scoffers of this lewd and impi- 
ous Age, that as He by whoſe Autho- 
rity we Act in all the Sacred Offices of 
. our Holy Function is the Xing of Ring, 
and Lord of Lords, whoſe Kingdom rulcth 
over all, and to whom all Power is com- 
mitted both in Heaven and on Earth; 80 
has he Honoured us with the high Titles 


2 Cor. v. of Ambaſſadors and Stewards, and Mini- 


ſters of God, to this very End, that we 
might be highly eſteemed in Love for bur 


The, v. Works ſake, 
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Dartford, May 3. 1709. 

And to evince that theſe Titles and 
Characters, and the Declarations of my 
Text were not ſo peculiarly intended for 
the Apoſtles, and Prophets, and Paſtors 
of the Primitive Churches alone, but 
that they do with equal Force and Rea- 
ſn extend to the preſent Miniſters, and 
Paſtors, and Preachers of the Goſpel law- 
fully calPd ; it will be enough, I think, to 
hew, that even We alſo in our ſeveral 
Orders and Stations, now Appointed and 
Eſtabliſh'd in the Chriſtian Church, do 
zs really and truly act by a Commiſſion, 
Authority and Power delegated from 


God, as even the Apoſtles, and Prophets, 
and Primitive Paſtors ever did, — This, 
| think, is as plain from the Scriptures 
of the New "Teſtament as Words can 
poſſibly make it. | 

For that the Commiſſion which Chriſt 
received from the Father, and gave to 
his Diſciples, to gather him a Church, 
and to incorporate it into one Body, or 
Society, for the Honour and Glory of his 
Name, by the laſting uſe of Divine Of- 
tices and Holy Ordinances, was not gi- 
ven to the whole Number of Chriſtian 
Believers collectively, but to the twelve 
Apoſtles, Choſen tor that purpoſe; and 


throughout all . Generations, ſhould be 
A 4 called 
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God, and from Jeſus Chriſt the Son of 


to thoſe who by a continual Succeſſion 
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ent to confute and overthrow.— Ever 


I Sermon Preach/d at 
called and authoriſed by them; is unde. 


niable both from the Tenor of the Com. 


miſſion it ſelf, and from all the Teſtimo. 
ny of our moſt antient and authentick 
Hiſtories, And however ſtrenouſly the 
Prophane Spirits of an Apoſtate Race of 
Men may militate for a Prieſthood in com. 
mon, not from the Authority, but ra. 
ther from the Silence of ſome few par. 
ticular Texts of Scripture: This is ſo 
uncertain, ſo doubtful, fo inconcluſive 
a way of Reaſoning and Arguing, as any 
one poſitive Proof of the Divine Inſtitu- 
tion of the Chriſtian Miniſtry is ſuffici- 


Act and Ordinance of a well regulated 
Society or State, ſuppoſes a Magiſtracy 
and Miniſtry from whom thoſe Ordi- 
nances and Decrees proceed ; altho? their 
Names only, and not their Characters, 
are aſhx'd thereto. Juſt ſo too every Mini- 
ſterial Office found to have been perform- 
ed in {0 regular a Body as the Chriſtian 
Church was from the very beginning of 
it, and in which 'tis well known that 
there was a Divine Miniſtry ſetled by 
God's own Appointment, does evidently 
{uppoſe a diftint Miniſterial Power in 
the Perſon ſo Officiating, although his 
Rank and Order be not particularly ſpe- 
cify'd and expreſs'd. This is no more 
than what is to be allowed for in all Wri- 
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Dartford, May 3. 1709. 
tings and Relations and Records thro' 
the World. And with this juſt and 
reaſonable Allowance we dare challenge 
the boldeſt Pretenders of this forward 
and prying Age to produce any one Paſ- 
ſage in all our Sacred Oracles, but what 
very well accords with a diſtinct ſetled 
Miniſtry of the Chriſtian Church of 
God's own Appointment and Inſtitution. 
We have not only the original Commi- 
ſion and Charter upon which they firſt 
began, but the expreſs Teſtimony of St. 
Paul, that it was Jeſus Chriſt himſelf 


Teachers for the perfecting of the Saints, for 
the M. 11 of Fig Ale, Yd Eaifying 1 
Body of Chriſt. And whoever will endea- 
vour after a right underſtanding of that 
Commiſſion, and of all the Scripture 
Expreſſions and Declarations of this na- 
ture, by the known Senſe, and the con- 
ſtant Practice of the firſt and beſt, even 
the Apoſtolical Fathers and Governors 
of the Church; who knew as well the 
Conſtitutions aad Cuſtoms of it, as we 
do the Laws and Ordinances of the Age 
next before us; he will find this myſti- 
cal Body to have had a peculiar and di- 
ſtint Miniſtry of Chriſt's own Appoint- 
ment, and ſuch as could not be invad- 
ed by thoſe that were never ſent or called, 
as 


who firſt ſer in his Church Apoſtles, and Eph. iv. 
Prophets, and Evangeliſts, and Paſtors, and 11. 12, 
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Sermon Preach'd at 
as certainly and as plainly as the Jew 
Church, which was its Type, had be. 
fore it. 


If then We the preſent Preachers of 
the Goſpel, and Paſtors of God's Church, 


who now Miniſter in its Divine and Ho 


ly Offices, according to our ſeveral di- 
ſtind Orders and Degrees, act by the ve. 
ry ſame Commiſſion, Authority and 
Power by which the Apoſtles and Pri. 
mitive Paſtors acted ; we alſo, as the 

were, are the Ambaſſadors, and Steward;, 
and Miniſters of God; and as ſuch, have 
ſo juſt a Title to be regarded for our 
Function's fake, as Chriſt commanded 
them to be: That all Contempt and Re. 
proach, and ill Uſage offered to our Cha- 


racters muſt needs be a Sin againſt God, 


and a Diſhonour to Jeſus Chriſt our Sa- 
viour. 

2. As *tis thus in the common Con- 
ſtruction both of Law and Reaſon, ſo is 
it alſo in the known Motives and Prin- 
ciples of Mens acting. 
Affront or be Rude to the Ambaſſador, 
or Publick Miniſter of any Potentatc, 
but he muſt have an inward Contempt 
and Diſregard of the Power from whom 
he is Commiſſioned. So neither can wif 


Man flight and ſet at naught the Public 


Miniſters of Chriſt, and of his Religion, 
as ſuch, but a looſe- Spirit of 8 
nels 
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Dattford, May 3. 1709. 
jeſs muſt be the Principle of ſuch Re- 
proaches. And even the Religion it ſelf 
which we Preach muſt be Slighted too, 
and the Goſpel which we Publiſh be 
Diſeſteemed with us.—— The Son of God, 
who ſent us, and who indeed {hed his 
Blood to make way for the Goſpel of 
Peace, which we Proclaim, has the firſt, 
and commonly the greateſt ſhare of theſe 
Mens Enmity and Diſaffection, before 
they come down to us. 

The Function is in ſome meaſure 


guarded in every Chriſtian Country and 


Eſtabliſh'd Church, by the Laws, and 
Cuſtoms, and Conſtitutions of the Place; 
and eſpecially againſt all faint Attempts 
and moderate Inclinations to traduce 
em. It is an extreme Impiety, a deep 
rooted Malignity, an inveterate Spirit of 
Prophaneneſs and Irreligion, that can car- 
ry Men to Scorn, and Reproach, and 
Revile, and become profeſs'd Enemies 
to an Order of Men, whoſe greateſt 
Crime is an unſhaken Zeal for the Goſpel 
of the Bleſſed Jeſus. 
the Maſter of the Houſe Belzebub, aud then 
thoſe of his Houſhold, They firſt learn 
to forget God, to Blaſpheme his Son, 
and to Scorn both Him and his Religion; 
and then no Revilings can be too Keen, 
no Reproaches too Bitter for him, who 
ſhall be call'd to Preach it. 


And 
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And wonder not that I have carried 
uy the Prophane and Impious Contempt 
of theſe Scorners ſo high as even to God 
himſelf, the Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, ſince my Text countenances and 
He that 77 

me, 

And I an 
fure that common Reaſon will confirm 
it. There is ſo much in the whole 
Scheme of Chriſtianity, both in its Do- 
ctrins and Precepts, agreeable to the Di. 
Wiſe, and Juit, and 

HolyGod,and ſo uſeful to promote allman- 
ner of Virtue and Purity in Men, that 
no Man can bean Enemy to the Holy 
Jeſus, who has any thing of a juſt Re- 


Authorizes me {o to do. 
you deſpiſeth me, and he that deſpiſet 
deſpiſeth him that ſent me. 


vine Perfections of a 


gard and hearty Zeal for God the Fa- 
ther. 


Religion in general, then no Contempt 
which they ſhew either to Chriſtianity or 
to its Miniſters is to be wonder'd at. 
And it is here particularly to be remark- 
ed, that the known Characters and Con- 
verſation of the Men who have been molt 
Notorious for their Infamous Revilings 
of the Chriſtian Prieſthood, are very 
much in favour of what I am now 1n- 
ſiſting on. Who are the Men that 


have moſt hatefully Perſecuted our Di. 
vine Function under that deteſtable and 


But when Men are once loſt, 
either as to the Principles or Practice of 
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Dart ford, May 3. 1709. 
bominable Name of Prieſteraft. The 
Men who are known to have ſtood fo in- 
lifferent to all Religion, that they have 
ccommodated their Profeſſion to their 
Intereſts, and their Conſciences to 
the Times; their Practices only to their 
Luſts, and their Labours to propagate 
Debauchery. The Men who have as 
Rudely diſputed God's own Authority, 
5 that of his Ambaſſadors and Miniſters, 
who affirm his Dominion and juriſdicti- 
on over his own choſen, favourite ra- 
lites, to have been founded, not in any 


tion and Dependence, but rather in that 


by a precarious Juriſdiction receiv*d from 
his Subjects, and borrow'd from his Peo- 
ple. They are the Men of Reprobate 
Minds, Corrupt Judgments, Anti -Chri- 
ſtian Principles, and of very Vicious and 
Debauch'd Lives. Who are ſo deep im- 
mers'd in all Lewdneſs, Senſuality and 
vile Debaucheries, that their Intereſt, their 


gives them none but black and melan- 
choly Views, ſad and diſmal Proſpects of 
a dire and miſerable Eternity, in the 
Flames af Hell, to be tormented with the 


fore their Corrupt and Deteſtable Man- 
12 ners 


Inclination, their Deſire is that Chriſti- 
anity ſhould be falſe. The Truth of it 


Original Right of Sovereignty by Crea- 


of an Elective, Uncertain Government, 


Devil and his Angels. It keeps there- 
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A Sermon Preachd at 
ners a little in Countenance, and adm: 
niſters ſomewhat of a preſent, tho” a falſe 
and deluſive Comfort to their Minds, te 
have both that, and all that belong to it, 
run down. And it is only thro' our Sides 
that they wound the Bleſſed Son of God, 
whom we believe in. The Precepts and 
Principles of Chriſtianity are too Pure, 
too Holy, too Spiritual, too Divine for 
their carnal Hearts and ſenſual Lives; and 
therefore they would have it decry*d asa 
Cheat, and rejected as a meer Deluſion. 
And the firſt promiſing Step to ſuch a 
Diabolical Attempt, is to bring the Mi. 
niſters, the Preachers, the Defenders of 
it into a mean Eſteem, and a vile Diſre- 
ſpect among the People. | 

3. Laſtly, As it is from theſe Principles 
and with this Deſign, that the Chri- 
ſtian Prieſthood+ comes to be thus ma- 
liciouſly treated; ſo in the Fruits and 
Conſequences of this Practice our Ene- 
mies are alway ſure to find their Account. 
For *tis plain, that when you have onee 
taught Men to think meanly of, and to 
deſpiſe the Miniſter, they will ſoon learn 
to diſregard his Counſel, to ſcorn his 
Admonitions, to {light his Doctrin, and 
to neglect both the Worſhip of God, and 
the Bleſſed Sacraments in which he mi- 
nifters,, "Then the whole' Herd of the 
looſe, ſenſual, voluptuous > 
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umi bo are Lovers of Pleaſure more than Lov- 


falſeWrs of God, and who uſually think and tali 
s, toll Religion and its Laws with little Rnom- 
0 it, age, and much leſs Judgment: Theſe to 


des e ſure will lend 2 willing and a pleaſing 


30d, Mar to all the Reproaches of the Clergy. 
andMThey liſten with Attention, and are de- 
ure, Mighted to hear our Sacred Order vilify'd. 
for Tis hugely Grateful to 'em to find their 
anden Neglect countenanc'd by other 
asa Mens Diſdain and Scorn. And ſo in- 
10n, MWicad of bearing Reproof, or Admonition, 
h a Mind being reclaim'd by their Miniſter, 
Mi- be Contempt which they are led into of 
s of Mis Perſon and Order hardens them in 
ſre- their Sins, and hinders all the good In- 

fuence of their Labours and Doctrins.--- 
ples Thus Religion muſt neceſſarily decay, 
1r1- he Worſhip of God not only be ry, 
na- Ned, but brought into low Eſteem; and 
ind che Bleſſed Sacraments and Holy Ordi- 
ne- Waances of Chriſtianity, which our Lord 
int. Jeſus Chriſt inſtituted as ſo many Means 
1c Nef Grace and of Communion with him- 
to elt, and as ſo many Divine Privileges 
ru Hand Pledges of his Favour, are eaſily ſet 
his at nought, and brought, together with 


nd our Miniſtry, into the higheſt Contempt 
nd and Diſregard. By which means Irre- 
ni- ¶ligion is propagated, Prophaneneſs en- 
he creaſes, Vice and Debauchery are kept 
es, In Countenance, Impiety flouriſhes, is 


ho : favour'd, 
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Sermon Preach'd at 
favour'd, and as it were eſtabliſh'q. 

And then we cannot wonder that God 
and Chriſt ſhould reſent the ill Uſage 
and the Deſpite offer*d to their Paſtors 
and Miniſters, their Ambaſſadors and 
Stewards, as offer'd unto themſelves, 
when the Contempt indeed ftrikes at, 
and reaches both of 'em; and the Diſ- 
dain falls heavy on the very Ordinances 
and Inſtitutions of that Religion, which 
they have both of 'em appear'd fo very 
zealous and ſollicitous to promote. 

And thus I come in the 

II. Second place, To make ſome uſe- 

ful Application of theſe Reflections 
to our ſelves. And, 

1. It's natural for us in theſe Thoughts 
to think a little how ſevere and terrible 
an Account thoſe Men muſt paſs betore 
the Dreadful Tribunal of the Great and 
Glorious God, who with inveterate Ma- 
lice and ſtudied Art fight thus indultri- 
ouſly againſt God, and the Divine and 
Sacred Inſtitutions of Jeſus Chriſt, when 
they ſhall be made ſenſible, whether they 
will or no, that their ſcandalous Deta- 
mations have been even to the higheſt 
degree Offenſive to God, and Injurious 
to that Excellent Religion which we 
have receiv*d from him. What can theſe 


wretched Miſcreants expect but to be 


treated and puniſh'd with the greateſt 
. Seve» 
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Severity? And after all their ſmooth Ex- 
cuſes and ſpecious Pretences, with which 
they endeavour to palliate their dun 
to amuſe the Ignorant, and to beguile the 
Unſteady and Unwary: yet we, my Bre- 
thren, who believe in Jeſus, and know our 
ſelves to be thus miſerably Perſecuted by the 
Tongues and Pens of theſe pretended Ene- 
mies to all Perſecution, do know allo that 
the Righteous God has appointed 4 Day in 
which he will bring every Work to Judgment, 
And let 'em reject theſe Admonitions with 
never ſo much contemptugus Diſdain and 
Laughter, they will all of 'em ſee the Time 
when that Bleſſed Jeſus, whom they now 
traduce as well as his his Miniſters, and 


molt impiouſly Blaſpheme, ſhall be reveaPd , Tue. !. 
from Heaven with his Holy Angels in flaming 7, 8. 


Fire, taking Vengeance on them that know not 
God, and obey not the Goſpel of our Lord Je- 
ſas Chriſt. And then ſhall they be pariſb'd 
with Everlaſting Deſtruction, from the Preſence 
of the Lord, and from the Glory of his Power. 
2. From hence alſo I cannot but obſerve 
how little all wiſe Men ought, and all good 
Men will be influenced by the Reproaches 
caſt upon us from thoſe Men who are pro- 
feſs'd Enemies. of our Religion as well as of 
our Order. I am not ignorant that the Of- 
fences and Miſcarriages of ſome among us 
are uſually pleaded to excuſe and extenuate 


their ill Treatment of Us. It were, I know, 
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moſt heartily to be wiſh'd, that all the 
Lord's Prophets were perfectly Innocent 
and Blameleſs in all their Conduct. But] 
am very ſenſible, that our Function, how. 
ever Sacred in its Inſtitution, does not raiſe 
us above the Natural Frailties of our Mor. 


tal State, nor communicate ſuch Angelica 


Meaſures of Divine Strength and Grace as 
ſhall wholly exempt us from the Paſſions 
and Infirmities of Men. For which reaſon 
there is alway room for Ingenuity and Can- 
dor, and Civility and a Goodneſs of Nature, 
void of Malice and Diſaffection in judging 
the Carriage and Conduct of all good Men, 
as we'll as of Animadverſion and Diſcipline 
to puniſh and reſtrain the Diſorders of the 
bad. But when inſtead of this, Weak; 
and Vice are without diſtin ion thrown to- 
gether into one common Heap, and both of 
em induftrioul!y aggravated and blacken'd, 
painted in the moſt hateful Colours, with 
the keeneſt Satyr, and the ſharpeſt Spite 
and Malice, only to make our Order Cheap, 
and the Prieſthood itſelf Contemptible: thus 
cannor proceed but from a Spirit of Pro- 
phaneneſs and Impiety. "Theſe Men can 
have no other Deſigns on foot, no other Ends 
in view, but the expoſing Religion itfel}, 
and to bring the Doctrins which we preach, 
and the Holy Offices in which we miniſter, 
into the ſame Contempt and Diſregard, 
And the ſevereſt Cenſures of profeſs'd Ene- 
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mies ated by ſuch a Spirit, a Wiſe anda 
Good Man will alway cautiouſly beware of. 

3. From the Truth and Importance of 
this Doctrin, I muſt alſo obſerve how ex- 
cuſable we our ſelves are in all our humble 
and modeſt Endeavours to ſet forth the dan- 
ger of Deſpiſing the Chriſtian Prieſt hood, 
and to ſhew our People what they in Duty 
and Conſcience owe to the Prophets of God 
and Miniſters of his Church. 

[ am not withoutApprehenſions that Diſ- 
courſes of this Nature are uſually heard 
with a jealous Ear. And that many among 
us will be apt ſo ſay, that in theſe things 
we preach our ſelves inſtead of Jeſus Chriſt. 
But while the prophane and vicious Liber- 
tines of the Age, the profeſs d Enemies of 
Chriſtianity of every kind are engag'd in an 
Attempt by their Diſdain of the Clergy to 
depreciate our Religion and our Holy Faith, 
it is for your ſakes, my Brethren, who are 
Hearers, and not Preachers of the Word, 
and to your geat Benefit and Advantage to 
be told, that a Chriſtian cannot without a 
Blemiſh to that Name, and a Scandal to his 


Pro- Profeſſion, as well as a Wound and a Breach 
* upon his Conſcience, come into and favour 
r. ſuch a Practice. And while the Word of 
a 10 God does fo plainly and expreſsly command 
72 Men to Know, and Love, and Reverence 


thoſe that labour among them in theMord and 


zard, Doctrin, and are over them in the Lord, 
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to efleem them ver) high in Love for their 
Works ſake, to be ſulject to em as to thoſe 
that watch for their Souls, and to count them 
worthy of double Honour: Judge in your ſelves 
whether it would not be a blameable Ten- 
derneſs in us, and an unjuſt Caution and 
Forbearance to ſuffer you to Periſh for want 
of Admonitions even of this kind alſo, and 
by not declaring unto you univerſally and 
impartially the whole Will and Commands 
of God and of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? 

4. Laſth. The Divine Inſtitution and 
Sacred Authority of the Sacerdotal Order, 
and all the Reverence due unto it, mult na- 
turally put us in mind of the Duty and Ob- 
ligation that lay upon us, to take heed of 
our ſelves and our Doctrin, and of all our 
Conduct and Behaviour. And therefore, 
that the Adverſaries of our Holy Faith, 
who are alway forward to Blaſpheme, may 
not have any Pretences to continue their 
Revilings, and perſiſt in their Reproache, 
as tho? we were zealous in inculcating other 
Mens Duties, bur forgetful of our own, | 
doubt not of your Approbation and Conſent 
to tell em, that we are as duly ſenſible 25 
themſelves can be, that no one thing is more 
neceſſary to preſerve the Eſteem, and to keep 
up the Reputation of the, Clergy, than 
fairhtul Zeal and Care in defending thole 
ſound DoArins, and preaching thoſe ſaving 


Truths, which are committed to us in the 
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cir Goſpel; and to adorn thoſe Doctrins by a 
ſe bright, exemplary, virtuous and unblame- 
em able Converſation. We want not, I hope, 


to be told by them, that Vice and Immora- 


en- lity will be alway Scandalous, expoſe us to 
nd Contempt and Scorn, and bring us into the 
ant Wl greateſt Diſeſteem, notwithſtanding all the 
1nd ſtrongeſt Arguments that we can bring of 


the Divine * and Inſtitution of 
our Order. Nay, that our Virtue will ne- 
ver ſhine with a true and advantageous 
Luſtre, unleſs when ſet off with Prudence 
and Diſcretion, as well as with good Inten- 
tion. That in us Weakneſles and Inadver- 


Jb- W tencies will be deem'd Crimes, and the 
_ of Wl want of Wiſe and Prudent ConduQt alway 
our give occaſion of Reproach. 

ore, Nay further yet, Modern Experience, as 
ith, well as the bright Example of our Dear Re- 
nay deemer, has let us ſee, that the Wiſeſt Acti- 
heir ons of the Beſt of Men may be inveigh'd a- 
hes, W gainlt as Criminal. That the Son of God 
her WW himſelf may be curs'd as Belgebub, and that 
1, | WI 20 Innocency, no Care, no Caution, no 
ſent MW Zeal, no Faithfulneſs in Duty and Conſci- 
: 3 MW cance, can eſcape the vileſt Cenſures and the 
ore WM: blackeſt Characters, when they are to re- 
xecp MW ceive their Sentence from Malice and Diſ- 
ana W afteftion. And this teaches us what need 
ole we have of Patience and Temper, as well 
ing Nas of Virtue and Prudence, that we may 
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A Sermon Preach'd at 
port and good Report, ſincerely diſcharge the 
Duties of our Calling. | 

And ſeeing I am inſenſibly led on thus 
far, give me, my Reverend Brethren, your 
Permiſſion to obſerve, that there is one 
Thing indeed which the malicious Reflecli- 
ons of our Enemies too juſtly put us in mind 
of. I mean, our Obligations to mutual 
Friendſhip and Unity among our felves, 
For while they openly confeſs, that the 
greateſt Good, as they call it, to be expectea 


hrs Ch, of the Eccleſtaſticks, is 2 their Diviſions ; 
p. aso that is, in other Words, while the Clergy 


are acknowledg?d to be too conſiderable a 
Body to be Oppreſsd and Ruin'd, unleſs 
their own Diviſions contribute to it ; it's 
high time for us to conſider, what all man- 
ner of Faction and Diſſention among our 
ſelves muſt naturally tend to. That we 
who are ſo nearly allied, not only by Na- 
ture and by a Covenant of Grace, but alſo 
as Fellow Laboarers in the Goſpel, who work 
together for God, ſhould on any Pretence 
whatever Envy and Hate one another, and 
by odious Titles and invidious Names of 
Diſtinction, Blemiſh each others Characters, 
Proſtitute the Honour of our Holy Functi- 
on, and mark out each other as Objects of 
mutual Contempt and Diſaffection, it mult 
be an Enemy that has ſown theſe Tares. And 


Matt, zii. as the Evil is too apparent to be diſſembled, 


ſo the Guilt of it is tpo great to be excus d. 
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It cannot be pleaſing to that Bleſſed Son of 
God, who Died for us, nor to that Holy 
Spirit, which ſhould alway dire& us. And 
we can none of us pretend to be ignorant, 
that it 1s as contrary to our Intereſt as to 
our Duty, and of all things in the World 
contributes moſt to that great Evil of which 
we would ſeem to be moſt mightily afraid, 
And it 1s prepoſterous, methinks, to com- 
plain of other Mens ill Uſage, when we 
know not how to treat each other as we 
ought. 
Whereas, if we in all things live and act 
as becomes the Miniſters of Chriſt, and Ste- 


waras of the Myſteries of God; rightly divid- 1 Cox, iy, 


ing the word of Truth, and dyly Admini- * 


ſing the Holy Sacraments ; to the Glory of 
our Heavenly Father, the Honour of his 
Bleſſed Son, and the good of his Church and 
People; if we adorn our Doctrin by our 
Converſation, and to the Purity of our 
Lives add a Loyal Obedience to our Gover- 
nors, and eſpecially to the Beſt of Queens, 


as becomes our Duty for her kind Protecti- 


on, and our Gratitude for her Generous 
Care of and Bounty to us; if we Reverence 
and Honour our Spiritual Fathers, as be- 


comes thoſe who indeed believe Epiſcopacy 


to be the Ordinance of God; if we heartily 
cheriſh a mutual Affection and Friendſhip 
among ourſelves; and ſuch a Spirit of Cle- 
mency, and Charity, and Chriſtian Tem. 
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e Church we ſhall, Tam perſuad 
7 ec Ain fuch's Conduct have nothing to 2p. 
pPeehbedd from the keeneſt Malice and the 
bitteteſt Spice of Infidelsand Libertines, and 
AA poſtates, But as e reach the Goſpel! by 
the Aurhority of God, and by a Commiſſi- 
on from Jeſus Chriſt ; we ma; reaſonab 
Hope that we fhall be always fate under 
the Pivige Protection. And while the 
Chriſtian Religion, and a Christian Church 
contintes in the World; againſt» which we 
have Aſſutance that che Gates of Hell never 
© ſhall prevail; The Sacerdotal Order will be 
preſerv'd and had in Honour. God »/// 
_ Clouth bis Prieſts with Health and Salvation | 
Chriſt will he ever with then by his Bleſſin 
_- his Favour and his 8 e even 
Auto the End 825 , Aen. 
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TH B Witdars of God in the DEE Ran; as 
delivet'd im Holy Scripture; Vindicated from 
n N. chief Ob sections ef dur Modern Infidels. In a Sermon 
P reach d at S. Fanrs, 1708, at the Lecture Founded by 
a. the Honourable Robert Boyle. In yrhieh the true na- 
meu zug gereifte ot Atonement and Satisfaction for Sins 
ute at large Explain'd and Prov'd ey from Scripture 
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